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PRINCE (to himself). Aha, my prayer has been answered, my
luck has come home. Now is the chance to get the whole throne,
to mount it without any rival. My royal lord trusts me, has dismissed
his lords, and now sleeps on my lap, laughing in his dreams. It is so
complicated, it is so dissatisfying for two to rule a kingdom, and the
solution is now in my hands; the king is now solely in my power,
with no effort of my own. I will seize the hair-knot on the royal
head, I will grip it with all my strength, and then I will make a cut
at the neck. If I can do that, my rival and my danger will pass, and
I shall win city, palace, and courts of justice. Yes, I will do it. Take
heart, lad, and unsheathe your sword. (He unsheathes his sword.)
No. The journey as planned by my mind is smooth and fair, it will
take me along the road of success. But it will lead me on to do
a barbarous deed, a shameful deed. I was the bottom man, a wasted
man, a blunted man. This master of my gratitude gave me all this
glory, through the greatness of his heart. How can I be so cruel, so
heartless as to kill him, my greatest friend ? I shall be as a pig that
digs up the hole in the earth that has just given him delicious food. No,
no, the deed is shameful, unworthy, and I must forget it. (A pause.)
Come on, you are a man. If you are going to think of moral rules,
if you are going to be a man of purity, how can you succeed in
this life? It is no good considering future lives, if the present one is
to be spoiled. You must be heartless, forget all thought of gratitude,
when you are being given a glorious chance. Seize it, seize it, lad.
Success comes only after deliberate planning, heartless execution,
and swift action. I shall be the sole king, I shall sit in solitude on
my golden throne. Now! (He lifts up his sword.) No, oh, no! Is it
right that such a man as I, who has no support, no friend, no
relations, no glory nor strength nor wisdom, should kill such a one as
this noble lord on my lap, whose kindness and nobility and glory are
well known all over the world ? I have been saved from lifelong
poverty and misery by this dearest king, and I have been given
powers and riches second only to those of the king himself. It will be
like killing the Buddha. I shall be overdone in the fires of Hell,
I shall be for ever cursed in history. Think, think, use your good
sense, my crown prince, and restrain yourself from killing your
greatest friend. (A pause.) That is all talk. Come on, man. If you
want to eat the flesh of a monkey, you cannot look at his pathetic
face. There is no choice for me. I will have to do it and win, as a
valourless cock has to fight and win, when he is attacked. In this